Minutes, Inishowen sub Network Sept 27th 2007

Present: 

Liam O’Connor, Andrew Smyth, Liz & Neil Doherty, Mary Reilly, Michael McCaul, Brian Thompson, Noel McLaughlin, Toni McCloskey, John Reilly.

Apologies:

Robert & Caroline Smyth, Peter Doherty.

Baby boom

M. Reilly proposed congratulations to the new parents in the Network, Toni McCloskey & Eamon Ryan and Sean & Susan McGloin. Seconded by the group.

Update on National Training Network, M. Reilly.

A joint funding proposal from the WON and the three certification bodies has been submitted to Skillnets. If this is accepted, the Network will be run under different rules. We will not know the result for a few weeks. 

Feedback on the various events & training programmes run through the network:

Noel described Paddy’s course as being excellent. He has learned a lot. He feels that having only 4 trainees there, each one got more from the training than if the group was bigger. 

Brian & Liam described the Camphill community farm in Omagh. The main points of interest –among many others – were the lagoon waste treatment system and the wind turbine which, according to the farm manager, is of very little benefit to the farm.

They also described Robert Ellis’ farm visit and Barbecue. Thanks to North West Organic for providing food.

Mary & Therese were at the harvest feast in Drumshanbo. It was very successful and ran in conjunction with a sustainable energy event in the same village. Highlights were the talk on heritage potatoes by John Langford, who had over 400 varieties on display, and the herb growing workshop led by Klaus Laitenberger (who has also become a proud Dad in the WON baby boom!)

Liam, Liz & Mary all agreed that Klaus’ course in Inishowen on commercial horticulture is of great benefit to all the participants.

Noel described the Inishowen Summer Gathering as being very successful this year. He thinks that the site was very suitable, there were less ‘accidental’ visitors. 

Mary expressed regret that the group hadn’t been more active in the Gathering, she had hoped that an information stand or something similar could have been organised.

Discussion on the benefits of being a member of the group:

There were a lot of different views and ideas presented. 

Noel felt that more courses on a wider range of subjects would be great, eg sustainable energy workshops.

Mary said that as a group we can grow in confidence, exchange advice & information and organise awareness raising events. 

Michael thinks that self sufficiency should be very important to us and that as a group we can influence people to buy locally produced food etc. He also described a Market he attended in Devon which was quite small but still had 6 or 7 stalls all selling different local products, ranging from beer & cheese to fresh veg & fish.

Andrew would really benefit from some one to one mentoring to help him to convert his farm, where he specialises in heritage variety sheep.

Liam & Toni would like to see the group getting involved in raising environmental awareness in schools, perhaps by organising small gardens or having talks or workshops with the children. Toni wonders if the Network can seek funding for this?

Therese & Mary wondered if there was a possibility of a community garden project being set up, maybe for people who are living with chronic illnesses and could benefit from the work involved as well as the produce.

Therese is also interested in the benefits of growing medicinal herbs.

There was a discussion on the possibility of setting up either a market or a farm shop to sell goods produced by the group. 

Liam reminded the group that he owns a very suitable site which could be used for a market in Carndonagh.

Future meetings:

Many people in the group felt that the idea of meeting every month would only be of benefit if there was a speaker or demonstration as well as discussion among the members. Ideas put forward included talks on wind power, introduction to the Wholesome Food Association, and finding out more about getting VAT returns on farm improvements. 

John will contact Sue Anthony (WFAI), Mary will contact Stan McWilliams (Inish Wind) Noel will approach the owner of Grouse Hall, Gleneely (Wind turbine owner) and Russ has made contact with a VAT advisor. Hopefully, there will be at least one speaker a month for the next few meetings and ideas are always welcome. 

Andrew will remind his brother Robert about organising showings of eco & environmental DVD in a suitable environment.

A.O.B.

Toni proposed organising a group photo for the local papers, to let people know we’re here. 

NEXT MEETING

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25TH MCCLURE’S BAR
W.O.N. Inishowen Sub Network

Election of officers:

The following officers were appointed on Sept 27th 2007

Chair                   Noel McLaughlin    proposed by   Therese   seconded by    Mary

Vice-chair          Neil Doherty                                        Mary                                     John 

Secretary          John Reilly                                           Mary                                     Michael

Vice secretary Therese Morgan                                 Liz                                         Toni

Pr officer            Mary Reilly                                          Therese                               Michael

Librarian            Therese Morgan       retained
AGENDA

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25TH MCCLURE’S BAR

Further Information on the new Organic payment

Updates on suggestions for winter courses

Grouse Hall, off the grid and doing fine…
A. O. B.

